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We all think!



Today’s Objectives 

The learner will…

…use a variety of Thinking 
Maps to organize their 

thoughts.  

…list and define the 8 
Thinking Maps and the 

associated cognitive 
functions they support.  

David’s 
presentation 
on Thinking 

Maps

Participants 
practice using 
Thinking Maps

Participants 
will use 
Thinking 

Maps with 
students

Student 
engagement 
will increase

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase
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David 

Wolff
Married to Melissa [BSN]

Father to Elliot 

[6th] and 

Chloe [2nd] 

Enjoy 

Baking & 

Cooking 

Enjoy CrossFit, 

Skiing, & 

Running

Serve on MEGT Board of Directors 

Serve on Math Masters of 

MN Board of Directors 

Mentor for MN Adult 

and Teen Challenge

Leader for Children’s Ministry 

at Cornerstone Church 

Puppy 

named 

Lizzy



Your 

Name

Tell about your 

professional 

experiences.

Tell about your 

family

Tell about your 

interests/hobbies.Define 

yourself.  

Who are you?  

What/What influences you?  Where did you get your 

Information from?



Glows

What do you 

share with others 

about us?

What are you most 

proud of?

What 

improvements 

have we 

made?

What are our 

strengths?

What/What influences you?  Where did you get your 

Information from?



Our Glows

Category A Category DCategory CCategory B



RESEARCH SUPPORTING THINKING 
MAPS



Thinking 

Maps

Applied in ALL 

content areas

Based on 8 

cognitive skills
Used by ALL 

Teachers

Unique Visuals 

Patterns

Defining 
Thinking 
Maps:

Can be combined 

for depth & 

complexity

Brain Research

Best Practices on 

Effective 

Instruction

Support Students 

as independent 

learners



Types of Visuals

Brainstorming Webs Thinking MapsContent Specific 
Graphics

Mind Mapping

Webbing

Clustering

Life Cycles in Science

Venn Diagram in 
Math

Timelines in History

Defining

Describing

Comparing/Contrast

Classifying

Whole-Part 
Relationships

Sequencing

Cause/Effect

Analogies/
Relationships













Graphic 
Organizers

Thinking 
Maps

Visual

Concrete patterns

Useful for 
teaching & 

assessments

successful

Based on 
fundamental 
thinking skills 

Consistent visual 
language

Flexible so it can be 
combined; flexible for 

universal usage

Transferable 
across content 

areas

Based on isolated 
skills

Inconsistent 
graphics across 
content areas & 

teachers

Used in isolation

Usually teacher 
created; teacher 

specific



Graphic 

Organizers

Product

Thinking 

Maps

Process

Relating Factor:  
Focuses on



Building Autonomous Learners

Using Thinking 
Maps as an 

Instructional 
Strategy 

Students have 
consistency of 

visual patterns to 
organize thinking

Students have 
less cognitive load 
when organizing 

the thoughts

Students can 
focus on the 

academic 
vocabulary and 

content

Students take 
responsibility for 

their learning; 
becoming 

autonomous 
learners



OVERVIEW OF THINKING MAPS



8 Thinking Maps
Circle Tree Bubble Double Bubble

Flow Multi Flow Brace Bridge



8 
Thinking 

Maps

Circle Map – Brainstorming or Defining a Context

Brace Map – Analyzing Whole-Part Relationships

Flow Map – Sequencing 

Multi Flow Map – Analyzing Cause & Effect 
Relationships

Bridge Map – Seeing Analogies 

Bubble Map – Describing 

Double Bubble Map – Comparing & Contrasting

Tree Map – Classifying & Sorting



Temporary

Involves monitoring the 
learning process

Encouraging 
success

Involves 
withdrawing 

support as the 
student’s skills 

develop 
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APPLY THINKING MAPS TO YOUR 
PRACTICE 



Erosion

Changes rocks

Because of waterGrand Canyon

Rocks breaking down

Glaciers, rain, 

snow



Plants

Grow in dirt

Are colorfulBees land on 

them

Smell nice

Grow in the spring







On other teachers’ capes, write Super Teacher 
Powers you see in them!  

Empathy

Making Connections

Compassion

HumorousSelflessness

Supporting struggling 
learners 











R
ea

d
 A

lo
u

d
 J

o
u

rn
al









Flowers

SoftBeautiful

Bright

Aromatic
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Roses Sunflowers

Have petals and 
stems and leaves

Grow outside

Yellow petals

We eat the seeds

Grow in fields

Turn to face the sun

Farmers use them 
for food

Many colors

Grow on a bush

Symbol for love 

Has thorns that 
poke our hands
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Types of Flowers

Grow on Trees Grow on the 
Ground

Grow on Bushes

Orange 
Blossoms

Crab Apple
Blossoms

Dogwood

Roses

Hydrangea 

Lilac

Lily

Sunflower

Dandelions 





http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/71c0472c-8a3d-45dd-b1bb-8851ad98ac63.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/71c0472c-8a3d-45dd-b1bb-8851ad98ac63.png


http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/d2d10802-79ab-4b7f-a41b-fb94178476fe.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/d2d10802-79ab-4b7f-a41b-fb94178476fe.png


Main Idea

Group Names

Details in each group
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Plant Growth





http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/c4c09230-db30-441f-a751-933c83cc81ce.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/c4c09230-db30-441f-a751-933c83cc81ce.png










Fall is 
coming 

Flowers 
die

Leaves 
turn many 

colors

Tree 
Leaves fall













A Flower

Petals

Pollen



http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/580cf1d1-a7c8-4b8e-811e-8449a3d843a6.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/580cf1d1-a7c8-4b8e-811e-8449a3d843a6.png






















Petals

Flower

Head

Body

Relating Factor:  
is part of



http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/30c25935-4fc5-4911-a23c-0ce95c887a89.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/30c25935-4fc5-4911-a23c-0ce95c887a89.png










Applying Thinking Maps

Choose 1 Broad 
Topic that you 

teach; like plants, 
exploration, or 3D 

Geometry

Use worksheet to 
create 8 Thinking 
Maps based on 

your topic 

Work with a 
partner or 

colleague for 
ideas 



Today’s Objectives 

The learner will…

…use a variety of Thinking 
Maps to organize their 

thoughts.  

…list and define the 8 
Thinking Maps and the 

associated cognitive 
functions they support.  

David’s 
presentation 
on Thinking 

Maps

Participants 
practice using 
Thinking Maps

Participants 
will use 
Thinking 

Maps with 
students

Student 
engagement 
will increase

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase


