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Austin, 
MN

Population of: 

24,718 

K-12 
Population of: 

4,797

About 53+ 

Languages 

spoken 

14-15 Kindergarten 
Cohort:

50.3% White

30.7% Hispanic

9.6% Black

8.9% Asian

64.6% F/R Lunch

Spanish

Karen

Karenni

Dinka

Nuer

Arabic
Anuak

Vietnamese



Our Journey 

2011-12

Learning 

about Young 

Scholars

Implemented 

in Grades K-1

Inconsistent 

delivery 

through the 

exploring 

stage

2015-16

Continue to 

serve in 

Grades K-4

2014-15

Expanded in 

Grades K-4 

through 

funding 

collaboration 

with district 

Integration 

dollars

2013-14

Expanded in 

Grades K-2

Implemented 

Spanish 

Young 
Scholars 

2012-13

Implemented 

in Grades K-1

Refined the 

service model

Consistent 

delivery 

across the 

district 

The goal: to offer equitable access to all advanced learners to advanced services. 





Young Scholar Eligibility 

Kindergarten:
• Whole Group Lessons with GT Interventionist 
• Observed learning behaviors [learns quickly, curious, motivated, advanced vocab in home 

language, creates original ideas, task commitment] 

• Demonstrated thinking behaviors [both convergent & divergent] 

Grades 1-4: [Universal Screener; Full Battery]
• CogAT NonVerbal Battery
• Any students at the 90th PR and higher
• If EL or SpEd, we look at the 75th-80th PR and higher
• If EL or SpEd, we look for discrepancies of 24 points or more between 

batteries 



The Young Scholar Experience 
Kindergarten 

Small Group 

with GT 

Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. K Book

Loop to 1st

grade YS

4th Grade

Small Group 

with GT 

Interventionist 

60 min/week

EiE’s

Engineering 

Adventures

Options: 

AVID 

Elementary 
[continue in Grades 5 & 6]

Project E3

[continue in Grades 5 & 6]

3rd Grade 

Small Group 

with GT 

Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. 3 Book

Take CogAT in 

November

Groups 

reorganized in 

January; new 

groups loop 

to 4th grade 
YS

2nd Grade 

Small Group 

with GT 

Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. 2 Book

Loop to 3rd

grade YS

1st Grade 

Small Group 

with GT 

Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. 1 Book

Take CogAT in 

November

Groups 

reorganized in 

January; new 

groups loop 

to 2nd grade 
YS



Grades K-3 Curriculum 

Lessons were rewritten in 2013-14 

to purposefully embed additional 

reading/writing/listening/speaking 

skills before, during, and after the 

original PETS lesson.  



Grade 4 Curriculum 

http://eie.org/engineering-adventures

http://eie.org/engineering-adventures


Spanish Young Scholars Grade 1-4 

Eligibility 
• Spanish Speaking
• Nonverbal Strength with Verbal Weakness on CogAT

Curriculum 
• Spanish PETS 1
• Thinking Stories – English-Spanish Stories and Thinking  

Goal 
• Develop critical and creative thinking skills through 

their home language while developing their reading 
and writing skills in their home language. 













Elementary Students receiving Gifted & Talented Services 

2014-15 School Year [K-4]

Group
Number of 
Students

Student access to 
GT Services

355

# White 229

# Hispanic 75

# Black 32

# Asian 19

# Eligible for 
Free/Reduced 

Lunch
170

# Receive EL 
Services

55

# Receive SpEd
Services 

27

2011-12 School Year [K-5]

Group
Number of 
Students

Student access to 
GT Services

215

# White 174

# Hispanic 19

# Black 12

# Asian 10

# Eligible for 
Free/Reduced 

Lunch
N/A

# Receive EL 
Services

N/A

# Receive SpEd
Services 

N/A




