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Today’s Objectives 

The learner will use 
various strategies to 

build background 
knowledge and 

academic vocabulary. 

David’s 
presentation 

on 
Vocabulary.

Learners will 
practice using 

Vocabulary 
Strategies

Learners will 
use 

vocabulary 
strategies to 

preteach
content. 

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase





“What students already know about 

the content is one of the strongest 

indicators of how well they will learn 

new information.” 

- Marzano, 2004



All students can 
activate 

from 
previous schooling 
and life experience. 

What’s the difference between activating

prior knowledge and 

building background?

Building 
is used to fill 

gaps and to help connect 
what students do know 
with what is being learned.



Class Schedule: Middle School EL in ‘Developing Stage’  

Period 1:

Music 

Period 2:

Math

Period 3:

Geography 

Period 4:

Biology  

Period 5:

Health 



Class Schedule: Middle School EL in ‘Developing Stage’  

Period 1:

Music 
Your teacher 

introduces the 
new term scale.

“A scale is a 
series of tones 
ascending and 
descending in 

pitch.” 
A sample 

sentence using 
scale:

She practices 
scales on her 

piano.

Period 2:

Math
Your teacher is 
describing the 

decimal scale as 
a system of 
numbering.

“The decimal 
scale is counted 

by tens.”
“For example, 
we use cents, 

dimes, and 
dollars.”

Period 3:

Geography 
You are working 

on drawing a 
city map to 

scale.

“The map’s 
scale should be 
drawn at 1 inch 

for each 100 
miles.”

Justify the scale 
used on a 
variety of 

different maps.

Period 4:

Biology
Your teacher is 
giving a mini-
lecture on the 
topic of fish.
“Most jawed 
fish have a 
protective 
covering of 

scales.  A scale 
is one of the 

thin, hard, flat 
plates, forming 
the outer cover 

of many fish, 
lizards, and 

snakes.”

Period 5:

Health 
Your health 
teacher is 

talking about 
growth and 

development.

“A baby scale is 
one way to 

measure growth 
in tiny infants.”







How do we support our ELs and ALLs in 
the classroom? 



VS



Building OUR Awareness 
Understanding Academic Vocabulary 



Listening Speaking

Reading Writing 

I n p u t O u t p u t



Selecting Vocabulary:  Three Tiers

“Thinking of words as belonging in three tiers – Tier 

1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 – can help deepen and refine 

our understanding of academic vocabulary and help 

us  decide which words are worth teaching.”

-Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2002.



Tiered Vocabulary 

Tier 1 Descriptors Tier 2 Descriptors Tier 3 Descriptors

EXAMPLES that came to mind

Write four descriptors each tier from the 

“Three Tiers of Words” article. 

Three Tiers of 
Words article



Share Out: Famous Pairs 



“We teach too many Tier I words, 

not enough Tier 2 words, and we’re just 

about right-on with our teaching of Tier 3 

words.”

- Doug Fisher, Secondary Literacy Conference, 2010



RF: are like  

Tier III Words Tier II Words



Journal G.I.S.T. 

Read 
your 
assigned 
journal.  

Circle 10 
important 
words from 
the 
journal.  

Using those 
10 words, 
write a 
summary of 
the article.  



Building 
Background 
Knowledge:
3 Instructional 
Interventions

Provide experiences

Introduce a 
conceptual framework

Teach vocabulary as a 
pre-reading step



Supports for Academic Language Learners

Sensory Graphic Interactive Linguistic Behavioral 

Picture
Realia
Videos

Play
Nonverbal

Communica
tion

Thinking 
Maps

Graphic
Organizers

Anchor 
Charts

Illustrations
Modeling

Cooperative 
Learning

Vocabulary
Strategies
Sentence 
Frames

Word Walls

Illustrated
Expectation

s
Anchor 
Charts



Temporary

Involves monitoring the 
learning process

Encouraging 
success

Involves 
withdrawing 

support as the 
student’s skills 

develop 
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Sensory Supports 



Realia, Pictures, 
Illustrations  



eating

cookies

yummy

scrumptious

devour

Realia, Pictures, 
Illustrations  



Lego Story 
Starter



Nonverbal 
Responses 



Graphic Supports



Thinking 
Maps



Anchor 
Charts



Interactive Supports



Interactions in the 4C’s



Cooperative Learning Strategies 



Flexible Groups Ability/Achievement 

Groups

Cooperative Groups

Determined by teacher 

perception or evidence of 

learning

Determined by scores on 

standardized tests

Determined by the teacher or 

student choice

Based on specific learning needs Based on general performance or 

achievement

Based randomly

Fluid group membership Rigid group membership Fluid group membership

Groups work on different 

activities based on needs

Groups tend to work on the 

similar activities

Groups work on the same task

Students are grouped and 

regrouped based on learning 

needs

Students may or may not be 

regrouped based on learning 

needs

Students are mixed to provided 

peer instruction or leadership 

within the group

Occurs as needed Occurs daily Occurs when task seems 

appropriate

Grouping for the purpose of 

individual skill proficiency and 

learning needs

Grouping based on perceptions 

about innate ability

Grouping for the purpose of 

developing collaborative skills  



Authentic 
Experiences 



Linguistic Supports



Brainstorming: Tell me everything you know 
about ____.  

Concept
Or Idea 
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Definition in 
own words

Word

Drawing

Examples/ 
Synonyms

Non-Examples/ 
Antonyms 
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http://ww
w.newread
erspress.c
om/news-
for-you-
online

http://www.newreaderspress.com/news-for-you-online


https://new
sela.com/

https://newsela.com/


Behavioral Supports



Visual Expectations 





Today’s Objectives 

The learner will use 
various strategies to 

build background 
knowledge and 

academic vocabulary. 

David’s 
presentation 

on 
Vocabulary.

Learners will 
practice using 

Vocabulary 
Strategies

Learners will 
use 

vocabulary 
strategies to 

preteach
content. 

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase



Trivia 

1. In 1848, a territorial convention that 
began the process of establishing 
Minnesota as a state was held in what 
city?  [Hint: this city is known as the 
birthplace of MN] 

2. & 3.  I used to live in Osawatomie, KS; it 
is the only town by that name in the 
United States and probably in the world.  
It was created by combining two 
American Indian tribe names.  Name 
both tribes. 


