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Thinking Tug-of-War 

What effects would 
districts see if they 

modified/adjusted their 
“GT” eligibility to take in 
consideration language 

proficiency for EL 
students?  

Challenging EffectsPositive Effects



Classroom 

Teacher

Educator for 15 years

District Coordinator of 

G/T Services [0.5 FTE]
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David 

Wolff

Married to 

Melissa [BSN]
Father to Elliot 

[to be 7th] and 

Chloe [to be 3rd]

Enjoy 

Baking & 

Cooking 

Enjoy CrossFit, 

Skiing, & 

Running

Serve on MEGT Board of Directors 

Serve on Math Masters of 

MN Board of Directors 

Mentor for MN Adult 

and Teen Challenge

Leader for Children’s Ministry 

at Cornerstone Church 

Puppy 

named 

Lizzy



507-460-1912
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Austin, 
MN

Population of: 

24,718 

K-12 
Population of: 

4,797

About 53+ 

Languages 

spoken 

14-15 Kindergarten 
Cohort:

50.3% White

30.7% Hispanic

9.6% Black

8.9% Asian

64.6% F/R Lunch

Spanish

Karen

Karenni

Dinka

Nuer

Arabic
Anuak

Vietnamese



Who are our 
academically 
talented ELs? 







A
ct
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n

 P
la

n
Acknowledge – respect the cultural & economic 
differences

Alert – being talent scouts & praise strengths

Alternative – finding different tools and assessments 
to find students’ strengths

Action – APS has developed supports that focus on 
assets rather than deficits  



VS





Characteristics of Diverse Gifted Learners 

Culturally & Linguistically Diverse 
Strong sense of pride in cultural 
background

Desire to teach peers native language

Eagerness to translate for peers

Balance between appropriate behaviors 
expected of native and new cultures

Ability to explain native dialect and idioms

Understands jokes and puns related to 
culture

Ability to read above grade level in either 
language

Above average EL proficiency growth

Social maturity

Ease in adapting to new environments 

Culturally & Economically Diverse 
Effective communication through 
expressive speech rich with imagery

Interest in others from cultures different 
from self

High degree of emotional responsiveness 

Aware of self as a capable learner

Independent natured

Strong sense of altruism

Keen sense of justice

Ability to express emotions

Rich imagination through informal language

A questioning orientation/curious 

Smith, 2015





CogAT 7 



Uses NonVerbal Assessments for Eligibility 

Full-Time Gifted Services Grades 1-6
• Local Norms are created for each battery [achievement and ability] – 5 in all
• Lohman-Renzulli Scale to combine scores [multiple measures] 

Young Scholars Model Grades 1-4
• CogAT NonVerbal Battery
• Any students at the 90th PR and higher on NonVerbal
• If EL or SpEd, we look at the 75th-80th PR and higher on NonVerbal
• If EL or SpEd, we look for discrepancies of 24 points or more between 

batteries 
• Kindergarten is based on demonstrated thinking and learning behaviors



Understanding the Talent 
Development philosophy? 



Talented Development 

“Giftedness refers to 
measures of potential, 
of untrained natural 
ability, while talent is 
reserved specifically 
for indices of 
achievement, of the 
performance attained 
as the result of a 
systematic program of 
training and practice.”

(Gagne 1995)



Temporary

Involves monitoring the 
learning process

Encouraging 
success

Involves 
withdrawing 

support as the 
student’s skills 

develop 
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Gagne’s Model for Giftedness & Talent

Innate Gifts Developed Talent

Environmental Catalysts:
Persons/Teachers/Mentors
Programs/Activities/Services
Events 

Intrapersonal Catalysts:
Physical Characteristics
Motivation
Effort/Persistence
Work Habits
Personality 



How do we serve our 
academically talented ELs in 
the classroom? 



Class Schedule: Middle School EL in ‘Developing Stage’  

Period 1:

Music 

Period 2:

Math

Period 3:

Geography 

Period 4:

Biology  

Period 5:

Health 



Class Schedule: Middle School EL in ‘Developing Stage’  

Period 1:

Music 
Your teacher 

introduces the 
new term scale.

“A scale is a 
series of tones 
ascending and 
descending in 

pitch.” 
A sample 

sentence using 
scale:

She practices 
scales on her 

piano.

Period 2:

Math
Your teacher is 
describing the 

decimal scale as 
a system of 
numbering.

“The decimal 
scale is counted 

by tens.”
“For example, 
we use cents, 

dimes, and 
dollars.”

Period 3:

Geography 
You are working 

on drawing a 
city map to 

scale.

“The map’s 
scale should be 
drawn at 1 inch 

for each 100 
miles.”

Justify the scale 
used on a 
variety of 

different maps.

Period 4:

Biology
Your teacher is 
giving a mini-
lecture on the 
topic of fish.
“Most jawed 
fish have a 
protective 
covering of 

scales.  A scale 
is one of the 

thin, hard, flat 
plates, forming 
the outer cover 

of many fish, 
lizards, and 

snakes.”

Period 5:

Health 
Your health 
teacher is 

talking about 
growth and 

development.

“A baby scale is 
one way to 

measure growth 
in tiny infants.”







Building OUR Awareness 
Understanding Academic Vocabulary 



Listening Speaking

Reading Writing 

I n p u t O u t p u t



Journal G.I.S.T. 

Read 
your 
assigned 
journal.  

Circle 10 
important 
words from 
the 
journal.  

Using those 
10 words, 
write a 
summary of 
the article.  



Selecting Vocabulary:  Three Tiers

“Thinking of words as belonging in three tiers – Tier 

1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 – can help deepen and refine 

our understanding of academic vocabulary and help 

us  decide which words are worth teaching.”

-Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2002.



Tiered Vocabulary 

Tier 1 Descriptors Tier 2 Descriptors Tier 3 Descriptors

EXAMPLES that came to mind

Write four descriptors each tier from the 

“Three Tiers of Words” article. 

Three Tiers of 
Words article



“We teach too many Tier I words, 

not enough Tier 2 words, and we’re just 

about right-on with our teaching of Tier 3 

words.”

- Doug Fisher, Secondary Literacy Conference, 2010



RF: are like  

Tier III Words Tier II Words



Supports for Academically Talented ELs

Sensory Graphic Interactive Linguistic Behavioral 

Picture
Realia
Videos

Play
Nonverbal

Communica
tion

Thinking 
Maps

Graphic
Organizers

Anchor 
Charts

Illustrations
Modeling

Cooperative 
Learning

Vocabulary
Strategies
Sentence 
Frames

Word Walls

Illustrated
Expectation

s
Anchor 
Charts



Sensory Supports 



Realia, Pictures, 
Illustrations  



eating

cookies

yummy

scrumptious

devour

Realia, Pictures, 
Illustrations  



Lego Story 
Starter



Realia, Pictures, 
Illustrations  



Nonverbal 
Responses 



Graphic Supports



Thinking 
Maps



Anchor 
Charts



Anchor 
Charts



Interactive Supports



Interactions in the 4C’s



Cooperative Learning Strategies 



Flexible Groups Ability/Achievement 

Groups

Cooperative Groups

Determined by teacher 

perception or evidence of 

learning

Determined by scores on 

standardized tests

Determined by the teacher or 

student choice

Based on specific learning needs Based on general performance or 

achievement

Based randomly

Fluid group membership Rigid group membership Fluid group membership

Groups work on different 

activities based on needs

Groups tend to work on the 

similar activities

Groups work on the same task

Students are grouped and 

regrouped based on learning 

needs

Students may or may not be 

regrouped based on learning 

needs

Students are mixed to provided 

peer instruction or leadership 

within the group

Occurs as needed Occurs daily Occurs when task seems 

appropriate

Grouping for the purpose of 

individual skill proficiency and 

learning needs

Grouping based on perceptions 

about innate ability

Grouping for the purpose of 

developing collaborative skills  



Authentic 
Experiences 



AVID Note 
Taking



Philosophical Chair 



Linguistic Supports



Brainstorming: Tell me everything you know 
about ____.  

Concept
Or Idea 
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Definition in 
own words

Word

Drawing

Examples/ 
Synonyms

Non-Examples/ 
Antonyms 
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http://ww
w.newread
erspress.c
om/news-
for-you-
online

http://www.newreaderspress.com/news-for-you-online


https://new
sela.com/

https://newsela.com/


Behavioral Supports



Visual Expectations 



Visual Expectations 



Visual 
Expectations 





Project E3



Project E3



Cultural Diversity

30.1% Hispanic

9.6% Black

7.2% Asian

53.1% White

Linguistic 

Diversity

21.7% Spanish 

2.4% Karen

6.0% African 

Dialects

69.9% English

42.2 % First 

Generation to 

College

Economic 

Diversity

51.8% Eligible for 

Free/Reduced 

Lunch

Project E3 C, L, E, Diversity 



Global 2 Local 



Cedar River 

Watershed 

District 

Justin Hanson



Austin 

Municipal 

Water 

Treatment 

Center

Chad Herd



University of 

Minnesota 

Monarch Lab

Dane Elmquist



Jeffers 

Foundation 

Ed and Sil

Pemberton 



Push 2 and Through



Designing 

Air Filters 



Cleaning

Oil 

Spills



Designing Oil 

Containment 

Booms 



Simulating 

Pollinators



Preparing 

local habitat 

for 

pollinators 



Young 
Scholars 
Model 



Creating 

pictures 

using 

‘ten 

black 

dots’



Designing a 

tower of 

paper to 

withstand 

weight



Understan

ding linear 

algebra 

with 

Hands-On 

Equations 



Preparing the 

race course for 

race cars made 

from only 

recycled 

materials



Recreating 

the ending 

of a book 

through 

Lego Story 

Starter



Grades K-4 Curriculum 

Lessons were rewritten in 2013-14 to purposefully embed 
additional reading/writing/listening/speaking skills before, 

during, and after the original PETS lesson to support our ELs 

develop their literacy skills.    



Spanish Young Scholars Grade 1-4 

Eligibility 
• Spanish Speaking
• Nonverbal Strength with Verbal Weakness on CogAT

Curriculum 
• Spanish PETS 1
• Thinking Stories – English-Spanish Stories and Thinking  

Goal 
• Develop critical and creative thinking skills through 

their home language while developing their reading 
and writing skills in their home language. 



Elementary Students receiving Gifted & Talented Services 

2015-16 School Year [K-4]

Group Number of Students

Student access to GT 
Services

365

# White 231 63%

# Hispanic 65 18%

# Black 40 11%

# Asian 27 7%

# Am. Indian 2 1%

# Eligible for 
Free/Reduced Lunch

170 N/A

# Receive EL Services 42 12%

# Receive SpEd
Services 

23 6%

2011-12 School Year [K-5]

Group Number of Students

Student access to GT 
Services

215

# White 174

# Hispanic 19

# Black 12

# Asian 10

# Am. Indian 0

# Eligible for 
Free/Reduced Lunch

N/A

# Receive EL Services N/A

# Receive SpEd Services N/A
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