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David Wolff

District Coordinator 
of Gifted & 

Talented Services

Instructional 
Coach @Woodson 

K Center

Austin, MN

What is your Dream and Reality?  

What is your dream for Advance Academic 
Services in your Early Childhood grades?  

What is your current reality for Advance Services 
in your Early Childhood grades?  

Classroom 

Teacher

Educator for 15 years

District Coordinator of 

G/T Services [0.5 FTE]
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Coor. of Project E3 

Adjunct Instructor at Winona State 
University [WSU] 

David 

WolffMarried to Melissa [BSN]
Father to Elliot [6th] 

and Chloe [2nd] 

Enjoy 

Baking & 

Cooking 

Enjoy Crossfit & 

Running

Serve on MEGT Board 

of Directors 
Serve on Math Masters of 

MN Board of Directors 

Mentor for MN Adult 

and Teen Challenge

Leader for Children’s Ministry 

at Cornerstone Church 

Ask Questions

Engage Fully

Integrate new information 

Open your mind to diverse views

Use what you learn 
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The 
Controversy! 
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Mastering 
K 

Standards

Asynchronous 
Development

Out of synch for what 

is ‘normal’ for their 
age

Could think like 

adults but act 
like kids

Could seem mature 

but lack judgment

Motor skills could 

lag behind their 
mental capabilities

Mastering 
K 

Standards

Woodson 
Kindergarten 
Center
We are the Woodson Critters! 

Males 46.4%

Females 53.6%

Ethnic Diversity:  
44.4% Non-White

Economic Diversity:  
62.2% Eligible 
Free/Reduced Lunch

Enrollment 10/1/15:    349 Critters

Gender

25.2% of 
Critters 
receive EL 

Services 

10.9% of Critters receive 
SpEd Services 

Woodson’s Advanced Academics 

Think like a Detective Think like a Inventor 
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“Right fit, right now” Scaffolding
Matching Learning Needs to 

Advanced Academic Services  

Advance Readers Young Scholars 

Demonstrate reading readiness based on literacy 
assessments – phonics, sight words, and reading 

Meet 2 or 3 times a week for 20 minutes

Focus is on developing critical thinking skills and 
writing through literature

Demonstrate detective and inventive thinking 
skills in whole group mini-lessons

Meet 2 or 3 times a week for 20 minutes 

Focus is on developing critical and creative 
thinking skills through hands-on activities, 

literature, and visual/spatial/nonverbal puzzles 
and manipulatives 

Young
Scholars 

Young Scholar Eligibility 

Kindergarten:
• Whole Group Lessons with GT Interventionist 
• Observed learning behaviors [learns quickly, curious, motivated, advanced vocab in home 

language, creates original ideas, task commitment] 

• Demonstrated thinking behaviors [both convergent & divergent] 

Grades 1-4: [Universal Screener; Full Battery]
• CogAT NonVerbal Battery
• Any students at the 90th PR and higher
• If EL or SpEd, we look at the 75th-80th PR and higher
• If EL or SpEd, we look for discrepancies of 24 points or more between 

batteries 

The Young Scholar Experience 
Kindergarten 

Small Group 
with GT 
Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. K Book

Loop to 1st

grade YS

4th Grade

Small Group 
with GT 
Interventionist 

60 min/week

EiE’s
Engineering 

Adventures

Options: 
AVID 
Elementary 
[continue in Grades 5 & 6]

Project E3

[continue in Grades 5 & 6]

3rd Grade 

Small Group 
with GT 
Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. 3 Book

Take CogAT in 
November

Groups 
reorganized in 

January; new 
groups loop 

to 4th grade 
YS

2nd Grade 

Small Group 
with GT 
Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. 2 Book

Loop to 3rd

grade YS

1st Grade 

Small Group 
with GT 
Interventionist 

60 min/week

P.E.T.S. 1 Book

Take CogAT in 
November

Groups 
reorganized in 

January; new 
groups loop 

to 2nd grade 
YS

Grades K-3 Curriculum 

Lessons were rewritten in 2013-14 
to purposefully embed additional 

reading/writing/listening/speaking 
skills before, during, and after the 
original PETS lesson.  
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Advanced
Reading 

Advance Reading Eligibility 

Kindergarten & 1:
• Curriculum Based Assessments – Fall [Level A+] and Winter [Level D+] 
• Text Level assessment 
• Use Jacob’s Ladder as primary source for instruction 

Grades 2-4:
• Scantron Performance Series Assessments
• Self adjusting assessment – more you get right, the more questions you 

are given beyond grade level standards 
• Students can answer questions up to 3 grades level above and below 
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Chain of Questions 

Factual

Analytical

Evaluative

Asking for specific 
information 

Requires authentic 
information 

Defines relationships Requires an opinion 

Requires a way to compare Based on one’s judgement 
and perceptions 
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Chain of Questions 

Factual

Analytical

Evaluative

Factual:  How would you describe the weather this morning?

Analytical:  How will the weather change throughout the day?  

Evaluative:  What is your favorite type of weather that we will have 
today?    
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ALL 
Learners
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Integral part of the day!

20 minutes daily

Thematic – rotates through the year

Early success hinges on our ability 
to navigate social environments 

Builds social skills as well as 

listening/speaking skills 

1 – Examine small part to whole

2 – See it as part of a bigger picture

3 – Ponder what was/is behind it

4 – Describe what came before it

5 – Describe the effects

6 – Describe what was/is happening
at the same time 
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Differentiation
at Early 

Childhood 

Level

Choice 
Boards/
Menu 

Boards

Pre-Assess 
Prior 
Knowledge!

Passion, 
Choice, 
Inquiry, 

Play

Flexible 
Small 
Groups –

Math and 
Reading

Increase 
Complexity 
– Bloom It 

Up!

Adjust Pacing 
– possible 
compaction 

of content 

Adapt the 
materials

Woodson’s Advanced Academics 

Think like a Detective Think like a Inventor 

June 13-16, 2016

David Wolff
District Coordinator for Gifted & Talented Services

Instructional Coach @ Woodson Kindergarten Center
Coordinator of Project E3

david.wolff@austin.k12.mn.us

507-460-1912

mailto:David.wolff@austin.k12.mn.us

