
Thinking 

Deep

David Wolff
District Coordinator of Gifted 

& Talented Services

Austin Public Schools 



Today’s Objectives 

The learner will…

…use a variety of map 
combinations to increase 

the depth of their thinking.  

…use signal words to help 
students identify which 

map supports their 
thinking.  

David’s 
presentation 
on increasing 

depth and 
complexity.  

Participants 
practice using 

map 
combinations 

and signal 
words with 

students

Participants 
will use map 
combinations 

and signal 
words with 

students

Complexity 
of thinking 

will increase

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase



Thinking 

Maps

Who is using 

Thinking Maps in 

your school?

Which maps have 

you used most 

frequently?  

What subjects 

have you used 

Thinking Maps 

in?

How have you used 

Thinking Maps in 

your classroom?

Whose point of view 

are you thinking from?  

Where did you get your 

Information from?



ADDING DEPTH & COMPLEXITY TO 
OUR THINKING







“Flee Map”













“Bree Map”



“Blow Map”







? ?

Basic Translation

Differentiation



Academic Rigor



Academic Rigor



Academic Rigor

The leopard is 

fast.

The turtle is 

slow.



Academic Rigor

What if the turtle didn’t 

have a shell on its back. . .

What if the leopard had short 

little legs. . .



COGNITIVE VOCABULARY 



Students learn 
to be 

comfortable 
with the 8 

Thinking Maps 

Student come 
aware of the 

cognitive 
vocabulary or 
‘signal words’

Students create 
Thinking Maps 
independently 

without prompt 
from a teacher

Autonomous Learners



Circle Map

Signal Words:
Define
List
Identify
Tell all about
Brainstorm
Generate

What do you know about…? 

Tell me everything you know 
about…



Bubble Map

Signal Words:
Describe
Characteristics
Adjectives
Qualities 
Use vivid language
Properties 
Use your 5 senses

What characteristics can be 
used to describe…?



Double Bubble Map

Signal Words:
Compare
Similarities
Differences
Both
Distinguish 
between
Differentiate  



Tree Map

Signal Words:
Classify
Categorize
Related Details
Types of
Kinds of
Sort
Group

Which is the following detail 
about…?



Brace Map

Signal Words:
Parts of 
Structure
Components 
Take Apart

What is the idea part of?



Flow Map

Signal Words:
Sequence
Stages
Cycles
Patterns
Steps
Retell
Put in Order
Show the Process

Which step comes first?  



Multi-Flow Map

Signal Words:
Cause/Effect
Consequences
Benefits
Why
Outcomes
If…then…
Because
Reason/Motivate 
Impact

Why did…?



Bridge Map

Signal Words:
Relationship
Analogy
Metaphors
Symbolism
Similes
Guess the Rule

What is the relationship 
between these two words?  

What sentence can you write 
with these two words?
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