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Today’s Objectives 

The learner will use a 
variety of Thinking 
Maps to organize 

their thoughts.  

David’s 
presentation 
on Thinking 

Maps

Learners will 
practice using 
Thinking Maps

Learners will 
use Thinking 

Maps to 
answer 

questions

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase
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Your 

Name

Tell about your 

school life. Tell about your 

family

Tell about your 

interests/hobbies.Define 

yourself.  

Who are you?  



WHAT ARE THINKING MAPS?



We all think!



Thinking 

Maps

Used in ALL 

subject areas

Based on 8 ways of 

thinking 
Used by ALL 

Teachers

Uses Visuals Patterns 

– Our Brain looks for 

Patterns

Defining 
Thinking 
Maps:

Can be combined

Brain Research
Best Teaching 

Practices

Helps Students 

become 

independent 

learners

Not Graphic 

Organizers 



How do I use these?  



How do I use this?  



How do I use this?  



How do I use this?  



How do I use this?  



Graphic 

Organizers

Product or 

what we turn 

in for a grade

Thinking 

Maps

Process or 

the first step 

to help us 

organize our 

ideas

Relating Factor:  
Focuses on



OVERVIEW OF THINKING MAPS



8 Thinking Maps
Circle Tree Bubble Double Bubble

Flow Multi Flow Brace Bridge



8 
Thinking 

Maps

Circle Map – Brainstorming or Defining a Context

Brace Map – Analyzing Whole-Part Relationships

Flow Map – Sequencing 

Multi Flow Map – Analyzing Cause & Effect 
Relationships

Bridge Map – Seeing Analogies 

Bubble Map – Describing 

Double Bubble Map – Comparing & Contrasting

Tree Map – Classifying & Sorting



EXAMPLES OF THINKING MAPS



Erosion

Changes rocks

Because of waterGrand Canyon

Rocks breaking down

Glaciers, rain, 

snow









Rocks

colorfulHard

numerous

Heavy 
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Roses Sunflowers

Have petals and 
stems and leaves

Grow outside

Yellow petals

We eat the seeds

Grow in fields

Turn to face the sun

Farmers use them 
for food

Many colors

Grow on a bush

Symbol for love 

Has thorns that 
poke our hands











Types of Rocks

Igneous MetamorphicSedimentary

Granite

Pumice 

Obsidian

Basalt

Sandstone

Shale

Limestone

Quartzite 

Slate

Marble





http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/71c0472c-8a3d-45dd-b1bb-8851ad98ac63.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/71c0472c-8a3d-45dd-b1bb-8851ad98ac63.png






http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/d2d10802-79ab-4b7f-a41b-fb94178476fe.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/d2d10802-79ab-4b7f-a41b-fb94178476fe.png


Plant Growth



http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/c4c09230-db30-441f-a751-933c83cc81ce.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/c4c09230-db30-441f-a751-933c83cc81ce.png










Rain fall 
on the 
rocks

Rocks 
formations 
get smaller

Rock 
particles are 

deposited 
down river

Rocks 
weather 

away













A Flower

Petals

Pollen



http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/580cf1d1-a7c8-4b8e-811e-8449a3d843a6.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/580cf1d1-a7c8-4b8e-811e-8449a3d843a6.png














Petals

Flower

Head

Body

Relating Factor:  
is part of



http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/30c25935-4fc5-4911-a23c-0ce95c887a89.png
http://gallery.thinkingmaps.com/Storage/Image/30c25935-4fc5-4911-a23c-0ce95c887a89.png
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Basic Translation

Differentiation



Academic Rigor



Academic Rigor



Academic Rigor

The leopard is 

fast.

The turtle is 

slow.



Academic Rigor

What if the turtle didn’t 

have a shell on its back. . .

What if the leopard had short 

little legs. . .





Applying Thinking Maps
First, you and a 

partner will 
choose one 

Scholastic News 
Magazine.  
Review it.  
[5 min.] 

Finally, share your 
article with 

another pair and 
the questions you 
created based on 

the article. 

Then, you will 
work with a 

partner to create 
two questions 

that would 
require two 

different Thinking 
Maps to answer 
them. [5 min.]



Cue Words





Today’s Objectives 

The learner will use a 
variety of Thinking 
Maps to organize 

their thoughts.  

David’s 
presentation 
on Thinking 

Maps

Learners will 
practice using 
Thinking Maps

Learners will 
use Thinking 

Maps to 
answer 

questions

Students 
critical 

thinking will 
increase


